
7 Churches - Smyrna

Introduction: - 'High Society’; a significant Roman city; and a sturdy Christian fellowship;
Polycarp. The 'synagogue of Satan' captures Jewish hatred for these believers. John
celebrates this Church's testimony.

The one ‘who died and came to life' - Revelation 2:8

What I Learn: There are three ways to live; in the past, in the present moment or for the future.

The One who Knows - Revelation 2:9-10

“tribulation and poverty and the slander”- this tribulation was all encompassing

Question: Why do believers suffer? Sin in a person's life - repent; Testing of a person's faith -
endure; Death is near; prepare.

“but you are rich” - I take that to mean that the true wealth of a Church is rooted in the
spiritual wealth of its people.

“Do not fear what you are about to suffer.”  Don't fear suffering or how you will suffer.

What I Learn: There is fear of death and there is fear of how we die.

We cannot control what is coming; control your response to what comes. Self-control (1
Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:8; 2:2, 5-6, 12; Galatians 5:23)

The one who Hears - Revelation 2:11 - The first death is because all have sinned; the
second death refers to spiritual death for eternity and is for all who do not believe and
place their faith in Jesus Christ.

Conclusion: The first two letters yield the following; work at maintaining your first love and
embrace suffering, it may be part of your life.

When we embrace suffering we communicate our intense love for the Church and the
challenges to get the Word out to the whole world.

Poverty comes in three types: physical, emotional and spiritual.

The Spirit's “crown of life” (10) should remind us that we are “God's athletes” and we are in a
race to finish our course, faithfully and fearlessly for the cause of Jesus Christ.



We should note that there are no words of rebuke for this Church; suffering well is always
rewarded by God.

Suffering has a way of clearing up confusion.  ( Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43)

Ephesians 2:19-22; Philippians 3:7-11 - Suffering is part of Christian living and how we respond
to it is part of our Christian testimony.


