“David Ascends”
2 Samuel 3:2-5:5

Introduction: This text begins with David's inner family circle in Hebron (2 Samuel 3:2-5), and ends with David's growing family in Jerusalem (2 Samuel 5:13-16) after he becomes king of all of Israel.  
2 Samuel 3:2-39 - The situation before us is challenging because the people involved are difficult: Abner and Joab.  What is puzzling is that Joab killed Abner at the gates of a city of refuge; Hebron.  (Numbers 35:24-25).  
Question:  Is God anywhere in this story, does God even matter?  Does God have any control over Joab; who holds him accountable? (2 Samuel 3:28-30)  
Loyalties
There are lots of loyalties, loyalty to family, to the clan, to your alma mater, your teammates, your country; your company, your nationality; but all of these should stand down when it comes to loyalty to truth; to doing the right thing by people and things.     
2 Samuel 4:1-12 - 2 Samuel 4 is a story about Godly loyalty; David is a man of principle and David does not 'glory in the demise of the wicked' much less his fellow countrymen.  
Precept: It is never right to do something wrong to bring about what we believe God wants done.  We are to choose to do what is right to gain what is right or wait upon God to bring it about by his means and in his time.  
2 Samuel 5:1-5 – David was 30 years old and becomes king, a young inexperienced man. He was king in Hebron for 7 1/2 years and in Jerusalem for 33 years for a total of 40 years.  The words of Samuel had finally come true (1 Samuel 16:12b-13).   

Conclusion: 1 & 2 Samuel address two important questions: first, what should the governance and rule of Israel look like?  Second, what kind of person/leader/king should lead Israel?  David will provide us with an answer.  The New Testament letters of Paul answer the same questions.

Dr.Woodhouse entertains a question, “What is the most important question in life?  Does it revolve around achievements, goodness, acquisitions, or overall success?  He responds; No, it is deeply connected to “who is your king” (97).   

A side issue is how that Kingdom comes to David; Abner wanted to hand it over to David but David responds well.  God knows how to bring about his will in the midst of difficult men and devious schemes; choose to follow the Lord – be still and wait upon the Lord.    

In the designs of God we sometimes let our ambition lead and try and make opportunities where God is not working—this almost always causes conflict and sometimes innocent people are deeply hurt.  It is important that we wait on the Lord.  God would see to the ascent of David's house as the house of Saul would diminish – but God would take care of both of those things in his time.    
