“Justice & Mercy”
2 Samuel 18-20
Introduction: 
Absalom's death – 2 Samuel 18:1-18 
Concept: When the ____________ of justice and mercy meet and that tension is rarely resolved so that everyone is happy and this story is a perfect illustration.  
Precept: The only person who can resolve this dilemma is ________ and he did it at the __________; his justice was _____________ by the death of his perfect son, Jesus Christ and his love was poured out by faith in the finished work of Christ as we _______________ to his will and ways.  
David's return to power – 2 Samuel 18:19-20:25 
Precept: In ______________ we read about God's 'grace gifts' to his people (Romans 12:4-8) and Paul lists ___________ gifts and two of them are present in this story.  __________ wanted the traitors dead and ___________ wanted to mercifully give his son another chance.  
Sheba's rebellion – 2 Samuel 20:1-26
Conclusion: It is curious that the narrator seems more interested in ____________ untimely death and ___________ response to it than in the details of how David and his men crushed an internal rebellion.    In these verses David is more a ___________ than he is a __________ and his primary military leader provides the realism that David must face.    
Absalom could not escape from God's judgment and that judgment was much more challenging than anything that Joab could impose.  (Deuteronomy 27:16, 20) _________ was unable to hold Absalom accountable for these deeds; _________ had no problems and the judgment of God's law took control of Absalom and he could not free himself from it.  (_________________)
This story rests on a _____________ for the work of the true King, __________ of Nazareth.      
David loved Absalom; but David was unable to ________ Absalom from his bad choices, from his rebellious heart.  Joab simply saw _________ won, David longed for another day of ___________ and for Absalom it never came.  David's words are significant (18:33).  The the future '______ ______________” came and did just that, he died in the place of his rebel children and if they turn, repent and believe they can be saved from a future of eternal separation in hell.  The good news of Jesus Christ is _____________ and ____________ in one package; justice satisfied and mercy poured out on sinners like us.  (________________)  
The story of Absalom should caution us about the temptation of _____________. The world is enamored with power and that fascination has settled inside of the _____________.  One author wrote, “Much Christian leadership is exercised by people who do not know how to develop healthy, intimate relationships and have opted for power and control instead.”  The pursuit of power by anyone other than ________ leads to trouble and grief—pursue ____________ and listen to the voice of God and things will be much better.  He alone knows the blessings of justice and mercy and keeps them in perfect ______________.   
